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The Koh-i-Noor is a large, colourless diamond that was found near the city of
Guntur, India, possibly in the 13th century. It weighed 793 carats uncut and was
first owned by the Kakatiya dynasty. The stone changed hands several times
between various feuding factions in South Asia over the next few hundred
years, before ending up in the possession of Queen Victoria after the British

The diamond’s new owner, Maharaja Ranjit
Singh, willed the diamond to the Hindu
temple of Jagannath in Puri, in modern-
day Odisha, India. However, after his death
in 1839, the East India Company did not
execute his will. In March 1849, following the
conclusion of the Second Anglo-Sikh War,

a British flag was raised over the citadel of

THE DULL DIAMOND IN THE QUEEN MOTHER'S CROWN
In 1852, Prince Albert, the husband of Queen Victoria, unhappy
with the diamond’s dull and irregular appearance, ordered it
cut down from 186 carats. It emerged 42% lighter as a dazzling
oval-cut brilliant weighing 105.6 carats. By modern standards,
the cut is far from perfect, in that the culet is unusually broad,

The Koh-i-Noor's origins and early history It remained in the Khilji dynasty and later passed

have not been conclusively established. to the succeeding dynasties of the Delhi Sultan-

: ate, until it came into the possession of Babur,
By some accounts, it was a royal treasure pos -
a Turco-Mongol warlord, who invaded India and

as far back as 3000 BC. Maybe it came established the Mughal Empire in 1526. He called
from the Kollur Mine in the Guntur District  the stone the “Diamond of Babur” at the time,
of present-day Andhra Pradesh, India, although it had been called by other names before
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After the 1739 invasion of Delhi by Nader Shah, the Shah of Persiaq, the treasury
of the Mughal Empire was looted by his army in an organised and thorough
acquisition of the Mughal nobility's wealth. Along with a host of valuable items,
including the Daria-i-Noor, as well as the Peacock Throne, the Shah also carried
away the Koh-i-Noor. He allegedly exclaimed ‘Koh-i-Noor” when he finally
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The design of #typefaces
has developed along that

of typesetting systems.

Although typography has
evolved significantly from its
origins*, it is to this day a
largely $37.50 conservative
art that tends to cleave
closely to tradition. This
happens because legibility is
97% paramount, so the
typefaces that are the most
readable are retained. The
evolution of typography is
inextricably intertwined with
lettering by hand & 124.000
related forms, especially
formal_styles, which thrived
for many centuries preceding
@typography and so

the evolution of typography
must be discussed with

reference to this relationship.

In the preliminary stages

of European and ye25 Asian
printing (blackletter, or
Gothic) the typeface was
designed in [imitation of #25
the popular] hand-lettering

styles of scribes and geniuses.

Initially, this typeface was
difficult to read, 11854
because each letter was set
in place individually and
made to fit tightly into the

The design of #typefaces has developed alongside
the development of typesetting systems. Although
typography has evolved significantly from its origins,
it is a largely $37.50 conservative art that tends to
cleave closely to tradition. This is because legibility
Is 97% paramount, and so the typefaces that are
most readable usually are retained. In addition, the
evolution of typography is inextricably intertwined
with lettering by hand & 124.000 related art forms,
especially formal_styles, which thrived for centuries
preceding @typography — and so the evolution of
typography must be discussed with Ye25 reference
to this relationship. In the nascent stages of European
printing, the typeface (blackletter, or Gothic) was
designed in [imitation of #25 the popular] hand-
lettering styles of scribes. Initially, this typeface was
difficult to read, 11854 because each letter was set
in place individually and made to fit tightly into the
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[43] INTERVIEWS NATURE

treated as habitat and not abused because it very well may
be supporting a little pocket of nature.”

SOURCE: WWW.HBO.COM/DOCUMENTARIES/BIRDERS-THE-CENTRAL-PARK-EFFECT/INTERVIEW/JEFFREY-KIMBALL.HTML

JEFFREY KIMBALL BIRD WATCHER [44]

INTERVIEW WITH JEFFREY KIMBALL

When were you first bitten by the bird watching bug?
I’'ve been an animal lover all my life. But | wasn’t a
birder until | moved to New York City and had been here
a while and found myself trying to escape to nature. |
love New York City, but | also missed being connected
to nature. And | discovered that when | would take
vacations to national parks or wild areas, looking for
birds was a good excuse to get out in nature and still
be accomplishing something like a good New Yorker
feels they have to do. When | got married and raised a
family | moved to the Upper West Side so we could be
close to the park. That’s when | really found out that |
didn’t need to go to the Rocky Mountains to see nature,
that there was a facsimile of nature right here in
Central Park. And the more time | spent there, the more
my wife and other documentary filmmaker friends of
mine heard me telling stories about the people I’'d met.
That’s where the idea for the film grew out of.

What do you think the attraction is to birders? It’s
often been said that, because birds fly, they capture our
imagination. Birds are very colorful, and fairly conspic-
uous. Most birders are interested in identifying a wide
variety. But for me, I’'m interested in the biodiversity
aspect. There’s something wonderful about walking
through a city park and seeing a bird and realizing we
haven’t completely just paved over nature, that nature
is among us.

Did the focus of the film change as you got into it?
The aspect of the story that became more and more
interesting to me as the film went on was the idea

of how urban wildlife survives. And that even in the
middle of one of the biggest metropolitan areas in
the United States, there’s this thriving piece of nature

characters in the film says, |
nature. It’s kind of a twenty:
- that we are part of nature
here with us, in the middle

Did the interviews come fil
birds? Because | didn’t wan
people telling us how great
and how much birds mean t
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